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Executive Summary

At the request of the Railway Procurement Agency, CRDS Ltd. have completed pre-development
archaeological testing within a section of the development corridor for the proposed LUAS B1 line, in
Laughanstown townland.

The Railway Procurement Agency (‘RPA’) has submitted an application for a Railway order for
submission to the Minister for Transport under Section 37 of the Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act
2001. The Railway Order, granted by the Minister, will authorise the RPA to provide for the
construction, operation and maintenance of a light railway between Sandyford Industrial Estate and
Cherrywood. This is a 7.6km extension to the existing Luas Green Line currently operating between St.
Stephen’s Green and Sandyford.

Archaeological pre-development testing was carried out within a stretch of the proposed route for the
LUAS line extending between East of Laughanstown road, up to the existing ground works, nearby
Cherrywood Housing Estate from Tuesday 12" September 2006 to Friday 15" September 2006. A
small number of potentially significant archaeological features were identified within this area during
testing.

The testing strategy consisted of the excavation of a central test trench extending along the length of
the development corridor with offset trenches excavated at 15m intervals extending to the full width of
the wayleave. The purpose of pre-development testing was the identification of any archaeological
remains within the zone of development. Where potential archaeological features were identified within
the test trenches a larger area was opened by machine to expose their full extent; they were then
assigned 'site’ numbers. The present report details the test trenching and the preliminary details from
the only site uncovered in Laughanstown townland. A section of the development corridor
approximately 40m in length could not be tested due to the presence of overhead powerlines. Metal
detection of the spoil resulting from the test trenching was also requested, with the results contained in
a separate report.

The single site which had potential archaeological significance, exposed during testing of
Laughanstown townland, was 15m by 10m and could extend much further over the proposed
development area. Its full extent could not be confirmed as it appeared to extend underneath the
adjacent powerlines. Consultation with an ESB safety representative was arranged before any further
investigation could take place. It is proposed to strip the area under the powerlines using an extension
to the existing licence and transferral to a full excavation licence to resolve all archaeological features.
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2 Baseline Survey

2.1, Introduction

For the purpose of setting the proposed development within its wider archaeological and cultural
heritage landscape, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site, a comprehensive paper
survey of all available archaeological, historical and cartographic sources was undertaken.

2.2 Recorded archaeological sites and monuments

The Record of Monuments and Places was consulted for the relevant parts of Dublin. This is a list of
archaeological sites known to the National Monuments Service. The relevant files for these sites
contain details of documentary sources and aerial photographs, early maps, OS memoirs, OPW
Archaeological Survey notes and other relevant publications. These were studied in the Sites and
Monuments Records Office. All sites within a radius of ¢. 500m of the proposed development were
identified. These monuments are listed in Appendix 4.

2.3. Recorded archaeological finds

The topographical files in the National Museum of Ireland were consulted to determine if any
archaeological artefacts had been recorded from the area. This is the national archive of all known
finds recorded by the National Museum. It relates primarily to artefacts but also includes references to
monuments and has a unique archive of records of previous excavations. Other published catalogues
of prehistoric material were also studied: Raftery (1983 - Iron Age antiquities), Eogan (1965; 1993;
1994 - bronze swords, Bronze Age hoards and goldwork), Harbison (1968; 1969a; 1969b - bronze
axes, halberds and daggers) and the Irish Stone Axe Project Database (Archaeology Dept., U.C.D.).
All townlands within the study area were assessed. A list of recorded finds from the area is given in
Appendix 5.

24. Cartographic sources

Reference to cartographic sources is important in tracing land use development within the development
area as well as providing important topographical information on sites and areas of archaeological
potential. Primary cartographic sources consulted consisted of the Ordnance Survey 6" maps, first and
later editions (T.C.D. Map Library). Earlier cartographic sources consisted of The Down Survey map of
the Barony of Rathdown (c. 1656). Taylor's map of the Environs of Dublin (1816) and the First Edition
Ordnance Survey for County Dublin, Sheet 26 (1843).

23. Previous Excavations

The excavation bulletin website (www.excavations.ie) was consulted to identify previous excavations
that may have been carried out within the study area. This database contains summary accounts of
excavations carried out in Ireland from 1985. The available Excavations publications were also
consulted. Details of previous excavations are listed in Appendix 6.

2.6. Historical research

Primary historical sources consulted included The Civil Survey for the County of Dublin 1654-56
(Simington 1945). Secondary sources included Francis Elrington Ball's Loughlinstown and its History
(1901), Murray's article Laughlinstown camp (1944) and Leo Swan'’s Lehaunstown Park, Co. Dublin: A
Forgotten Tower House.
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5. Potential Archaeological Impact of the Proposed Development

31 Archaeological Impact Assessment

The LUAS is a major infrastructural development. The impact of the development in its existing form
and extent would necessitate the complete removal of any archaeological deposits exposed within the
development corridor. The archaeological features identified are at a relatively shallow depth and would
be largely destroyed by the groundworks phase of the development. Full excavation and preservation
by record is thus the preferred option.

6. Recommended Avoidance, Remedial or Reductive Measures

6.1. 06E944 Laughanstown

It is recommended that a sufficient area of the development corridor be stripped by machine to identify
the full extent of the archaeological site recorded during testing. Any archaeological deposits within will
then be subjected to full excavation and preserved by record
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Appendix 3: Finds Register. Laughanstown 06E944

Archaeological Finds Recovered from testing Laughanstown 06E944

Find Feature Material Type Period Description
06E944.12:1 F12 Pottery Body sherd Possibly Bronze | Body sherd with
Age red orangey fabric
on one side and
black on the other
side. Containing
Mica inclusions.
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1989: 25 | Laughanstown

Pottery
Base-sherd of trialed slipware.

1989: 24 | Laughanstown

Flint
Five waste flints.

1989: 23 | Laughanstown

Flint Scraper

1989: 18 | Laughanstown

Strap Tag
Strap end of copper alloy. The surfaces are badly worn and pitted. The object is fiat with rounded edges.

1981: 10 | Laughanstown

Medieval Potsherd
Body sherd of a glazed vessel. It has an orange wall with a pale green external glaze. It was found on the surface insidj
a churchyard.

1975: 247 | Laughanstown

Medieval Basewall sherd
Made from fairly coarse, hard, quartzite ware. The core is grey and the outer and inner surfaces are dull buff in colour.

98E0261:174 | Laughanstown

Stone Axehead
Miniature axe.
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Appendix 6: Previous excavations

Previously published archaeological excavations in the area from 1969 to 2003 (www.excavations.ie)
are summarised below. These are listed in a standardised format as follows:

List of excavations:
Townland Year: Excavation No.
Site type National Grid
Author (Publication)
Description
CHERRYWOOD AND LAUGHANSTOWN 97E0279
Prehistoric/post-medieval 024 0235
Edmond O'Donovan

Archaeological monitoring was carried out in advance of housing development across an extensive area in
Cherrywood, Laughanstown and Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin. The monitoring forms part of the mitigation arising out
of an EIS prepared by Margaret Gowen, which included archaeological test excavation by Linzi Simpson
(Excavations 1995, 27, 94E201). All of the fields within the development site have been extensively ploughed in
the past fifteen years, with the exception of the flood-plain of the Shanganagh River and its steep-sided valley,
which remained in pasture.

The site is located in an area of some considerable archaeological interest. Tully Church and graveyard, with its
associated crosses and enclosure, lie to the west of the development site, while a group of prehistoric burial
cairns, including one with a well-preserved wedge tomb, lie to the south-west, again outside the area in question.
The site of the 'Kilruddery Inn’, a hostelry founded in the 17th century (SMR 26:28), is located on the south-eastern
boundary. It was excavated by Thaddeus Breen (Excavations 1996, 37, 96E265). A very large military camp was
set up in the late 18th century and is thought to have been situated to the west of the development area on Drum
and Gun Hill, north of Tully Church. It is very well recorded in documentary sources, but test excavation indicated
that the site has been ploughed out.

The area monitored in the first phase consisted of the main field that lies along the site's eastern boundary, parallel
to the N11 motorway, and a smaller field of sloping ground, to the south. No features of significance were
revealed. The depth (average) of the ploughsoil was c. 0.3m. This contained occasional flakes of charcoal, flakes
of reddened clay and coal fragments, all of modern derivation.

The second phase of monitoring was carried out on the land immediately adjacent to and south-east of the Phase
| area, on the east side of the Shanganagh River. The depth of topsoil removed varied in relation to the
topography of the site, but averaged between 0.3m and 0.4m. The topsoil contained occasional flecks of charcoal,
flakes of reddened clay and stone fragments, similar to those noted during Phase |, all of which were identified as
being small (spread over an area 0.2m in diameter), discrete and of modern origin. Stockpiling of the topsoil
reduced the areas available for monitoring.

The third phase of monitoring was associated with the construction of the access road for the housing. The road
ran from the N11 into the lands between Tully Church and the Shanganagh River. The archaeological monitoring
uncovered two previously unrecorded archaeological sites. In addition, a trench excavated to prevent unauthorised
access to the site at a gate adjacent to Tully Church revealed the 'enclosure ditch' in section.

Site 1 (18th-century rubbish deposit/road surface)

A large linear deposit/dump of post-medieval rubbish was located during the re-diverting of the Shanganagh River.
The surface of the deposits was cleaned down and a section was cut back into the new riverbank to investigate
the site. The dump appeared to be rubbish from the 'Kilruddery Inn' and dated from the 18th century. It consisted
of a linear spread of dumped material made up of layers of dark reddish-brown friable sandy clay, measuring 4m
in width and 0.7m deep. The feature contained a quantity of post-medieval pottery, glass, butchered animal bone
and clay pipe fragments. The deposits were interpreted as the foundation for a road or path.

Site 2 (prehistoric pits/settlement activity)
Two truncated prehistoric pits were identified on the summit of a ridge located to the north of Tully Church. The
siting of the pits within areas of rock outcrop is likely to have protected the features from removal during ploughing.
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across it. Other narrow cultivation features were detected intermittently in all areas and post-dated the first-
mentioned furrows. Area 1 sloped down from west to east. The eastern end had archaeological deposits
and boulder clay at a relatively shallow depth under ploughsoil, which was 0.3m deep. This included a
spread of dark silty sand measuring 3m by 3m and up to 0.25m deep. It was surrounded by a thin silt deposit
on the southern and western sides. Both deposits yielded significant quantities of split flint pebbles,
debitage, round scrapers, Beaker pottery and Cordoned Umn sherds. Five deep stake-holes were present,
but it was unclear whether they were associated with this phase or with the subsequent burnt mounds. A
wide, post-medieval, stone-lined, drain cut the area. An unaccompanied cremation with charcoal was found
3m to the south-east in a small, circular pit; it was 0.44m in diameter and 0.25m deep.

A rectangular trough measuring 1.7m by 1.1m by 0.4m deep was excavated in this area. It was filled with burnt
stone and had two post-holes at one end. It was cut between this higher area and the silt deposits to the
west. To the west a considerable area of burnt stone and blackened soil was uncovered. In order to reveal the
full extent of this, up to Im of silt had to be removed (deepening in increments to the west). It was clear that
the burnt mound had been damaged by the water action that had created the silts. The silts also
sealed a very large, subrectangular cut (5m by 3m by 1.5m deep) and a further, smaller, subrectangular
cut ¢. 3.7m to the south (2.6m by 1.3m by 0.68m deep). The smaller cut contained a number of sherds of vase
food vessel. Both were filled with a combination of silts and marls. The upper fills of both contained
burnt stones, suggesting that they were open but heavily silted as the burnt-mound material was being
eroded and washed in, either during or after the use of the burnt mound. They both filled naturally with
water and therefore are deeper than the current water table. They are being interpreted, at present, as
waterholes. Animal teeth were found in the silt fills.

Near the large waterhole, a scatter of c. 100 potsherds, representing a bucket-shaped Middle-Late Bronze
Age smashed pot, was found on the compacted silt and gravels through which the waterhole was cut. A
number of tree bowls were found at this level, suggesting tree growth at some time before silting. A cup-
marked stone was also found in this area. The silts and archaeological deposits continued beyond the
western edge of the area delimited for the water-main construction.

Area 2 was artificially divided from Area 1 to the south by a modern fence-line. Once again the silts had to be
excavated. The latest artefacts within the upper silt deposits were medieval pottery and a club-headed
copper-alloy  stick-pin.  This is significant, given the proximity of the site to the current castle site
at Lehaunstown Park House to the north-east. The lower silt deposits contained no medieval material
and only sparse prehistoric artefacts and sheep and cattle teeth. Removal of the silts revealed a further
spread of burnt stone material and a damaged, stone-built, rectangular trough measuring 3.75m by
1.4m by 0.2m deep. It was constructed from one course of squared, granite stones (some of which
were quarried) laid on edge. This trough was inthe same position as the rectangular (probably
wood-lined) trough in Area 1 (between the higher, natural boulder clay and the silts). Some larger
mammal bone was found in the fill, and a flat granite burnishing stone was found nearby, along with
some coarse Bronze Age pottery. Area 3 was to the north-west of Areas 1 and 2. The area of the burnt
mound, which measured at least 20m by 20m, caused discoloration of the crops before excavation and
continued beyond the western limit of the site. The natural deposits here had changed from silty,
orange/brown clays with decayed limestone to silt deposits that did not retain water. The burnt spread
was up to 0.3m thick, and two underlying circular troughs measured 1.9m and 1.64 in diameter and were
0.59m deep. One of these cut the other. To the east a further large waterhole was excavated,
measuring  3.5m north-south by 3.25m; it was 0.8m deep and was associated with a flint slug knife. It did
not contain any burnt stone. A number of stake-holes representing a fence-line and an oval pit surrounded
by stake-holes and measuring 1.19m by 1.07m and 0.23m deep were also revealed. A four-poster
structure measuring 2m by Im was found in the north-east of the area. A number of other shallow
oval pits were also found. Artefacts were few in this area but included a small assemblage of
flint scrapers.

LAUGHANSTOWN 03E0210
No archaeological significance 323530 222500
Tara O'Neill

Monitoring of groundworks associated with a proposed communications development site in the townland of
Laughanstown, Shankill, Co. Dublin, was carried out on 27 March 2003. This development required topsoil-
stripping of an access route (3m by 70m) and the area of a compound and monopole (10m by 20m). No
archaeological deposits were exposed.

September 2006 30 Pre-development Testing Report

































